Summaries of 2018
Investigative Trips
The American Friends of Yahad‐In Unum is pleased to
provide summaries of 19 of the 20 investigative trips taken
in 2018. The final trip report, that went to Poland in
December, will be sent next year.

“The fact that I witnessed this

execution is the most painful
thing of my life. I feel cursed."
‐ Nadia, Salski Kagalnik, Russia (pg 36)
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Ukraine
Region of Ternopil
March 13th – March 30th

From March 13th‐ March 30th, a Yahad team led by Yahad Research Director
Patrice Bensimon investigated the Holocaust by Bullets in the southern zone of
the Ternopil region in Ukraine. This part of western Ukraine was under the
administration of Hans Frank's General Government from 1941 to 1944.
The team investigated labor camps for Jewish prisoners. The majority of Jewish
prisoners in the region were systematically put into filvaroks, properties formerly
belonging to the Polish nobility. The Jews worked either in fields or on the
construction of railways. There was little surveillance of the prisoners.
Each filvarok was run by a German, from the military or civil administration,
sometimes accompanied by his family. Prisoners were forced to work separately
or in groups. The YIU team investigated labor camps in the villages
of Oulachkyvtsi, Rojanivka, Rossokhach, Ozeriany, and Mylivtsi.
As is so often the case, shootings were carried out over a large pit, with a plank of
wood balanced over the top. According to witnesses at Tovtse, sometimes several
planks were placed across the pit. In one case, Jewish policeman were forced to
tidy the victims' bodies. One witness described how Ukrainian children played on
the plank over the pit after a shooting; the pit had not yet been filled in.
Another theme that the Yahad team encountered yet again was the undressing of
victims' bodies by locals. One witness, Iaroslav, described how he and other
children went to see the shooting, hoping that they would get the chance to steal
victims' belongings. However, "unfortunately, the shooting site was surrounded
with barbed wire", so the children were unable to take the clothes. Instead, they
had to go down into the pit to undress the bodies that were still clothed. In other
cases, requisitioned locals were able to steal victims' clothes for themselves. In
Ozeriany, it was the undertaker who was given the task of filling in the grave who
undressed the victims and sold the clothes to the poorest villagers.
During this field investigation, the Yahad team interviewed 44 witnesses and
located 14 mass grave sites.
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Poland
Regions of Lesser Poland and Silesia
March 13th – March 30th

A Yahad‐In Unum field research team, led by Yahad Deputy Research Director
Michal Chojak, investigated the voivodeships of Lesser Poland and Silesia from
the March 13th through March 30th. This was Yahad's 20th research trip to Poland.
The team began by interviewing witnesses to shootings at three major shooting
sites in the south of the Lesser Poland region: Nowy Targ (1,500 Jewish victims),
Rabka (500 victims) and Mszana Dolna (881 victims). At Mszana Dolna, the team
interviewed four witnesses who were able to describe the precise chronology of
the massacre of the Jews. The day before the shooting, at around 3pm, around
thirty young Poles from Rabka and surrounding villages were requisitioned by the
local administration, under German control, to dig two large pits in the field next
to the manor. They finished digging at around 5am as the Jews were being
rounded up. By 6am, on the 19th August 1942, the Jews were gathered at the
marketplace. The first shots were heard around 9am. The victims; men, women
and children, were forced to walk out onto a plank placed over the pit, before
being shot by men from a special commando, under the supervision of Heinrich
Hamann, Gestapo chief of Nowy Sacz. By 1pm, the shooting was finished. The
executioners celebrated the shooting in a restaurant at Mszana Dolna until late
into the night.
During the second part of the investigative field trip, the Yahad team moved on to
Silesia. This was the first time Yahad has carried out field research in the region,
which had been annexed by the Third Reich in September 1939. At the beginning
of the war, many Jews tried to flee to more eastern Polish territories. Many,
however, tried to return home a few days later. In Slawkow, for example, almost
30 Jews were shot by Wehrmacht soldiers while trying to cross a damaged bridge
in order to get back to Bedzin or Sosnowiec. 80 Jews were massacred in the
quarry near the village of Koziol. The witnesses interviewed at Slawkow helped us
document these crimes and to locate the precise locations of the killing sites.
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Romania
Region of Crisana
March 20th ‐ April 5th

A Yahad research team led by Father Patrick Desbois and Roma Project Manager
Costel Nastasie carried out a field investigation in the northwest zone of the
region of Transylvania, near the borders with Ukraine and Hungary.
The team investigated several themes, including:
‐ Pre‐war Jewish life:
The region's Jews were known to be skilled‐workers in several different trades
(shoemakers, tailors, doctors, lawyers), however many were known to work in the
logging industry. During the first years of the war, in the towns, the Jews were
victims of a series of anti‐Jewish laws. However, this was not the case in the
villages, until they were forced to wear a yellow star in 1944. This was decreed by
the town hall, each Jewish family received a letter informing them of their
obligation to wear a yellow star.
‐ How were the Jews deported?
The Jews were arrested by Hungarian soldiers, accompanied by the mayor and
other civil servants. The villagers were requisitioned with their carts to take the
Jews first to the ghetto, to camps, to synagogues or even to local schools (just so
there was time to round up all the Jews), before being loaded into cattle wagons.
The team was also able to interview several people with information on the Dej
ghetto, where 7,800 Jews were imprisoned. They were forced to live in horrific
conditions, many perished in the ghetto, but the majority were deported to
Auschwitz to be exterminated.
During the field investigation the Yahad team interviewed 42 witnesses, located
one mass grave and several locations of interest, such as ghettos, camps,
synagogues and local schools.
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Ukraine
Regions of Transcarpathia and Lviv
April 11th – April 28th

From April 11th through April 28th, a Yahad‐In Unum field research team carried
out Yahad's 53rd field investigation in Ukraine. The investigation was carried out
in the regions of Transcarpathia and Lviv in western Ukraine. The primary topic of
research during the first half of the investigation was the mass deportation of
Jews to Auschwitz starting in April 1944. For the most part, the same pattern
appeared: the Jews were able to continue living as they had before the war until
April 1944. Then, those who resided in small villages were taken to transit camps
in larger towns by villagers who had been requisitioned by the Hungarian
occupiers. Next, they were sent to ghettos set up in large towns such as
Berehove, Khust, Mukachevo or Uzhhorod. This all lasted around one month.
Once all the Jews had been interned, deportations to Auschwitz began. As soon as
the Jews were gone, widespread looting took place across the region. However,
almost no shootings were carried out during the occupation or the deportations.
The second part of the investigation concentrated on the small town of Dobromil
and the surrounding area. This is where Einsatzkommando 6 of Einsatzgruppe C
carried out its very first shooting. In several villages, pogroms where carried out
against the Jews during the absence of occupying forces, during the period
between the departure of the Soviets and the arrival of the Germans. Unlike the
previous region, the region of Lviv fell rapidly under German occupation and the
Jews freedoms were immediately restricted. They were rounded up and put into
ghettos in larger towns for several months, or even years, and forced to work
before being executed. In several different places, witnesses spoke of Operation
1005, the operation carried out by the Germans to hide their crimes once they
were in retreat. The Germans opened the mass graves and burned the corpses so
that the allied forces would not discover what they had done.
During this research trip, 36 witnesses were interviewed, and 5 mass graves were
located, including 3 without memorial.
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Russia
Regions of Voronej & Belgorod
April 24th ‐ May 11th

From April 24th to May 11th, a Yahad team carried out its 21st research trip to
Russia, concentrating its investigations first in the region of Voronej, then the
region of Belgorod.
The occupation of the region was relatively short, lasting from July 1942 to
January 1943, and was concentrated to the west of the region, along the Don
river. The occupying forces in the region were particularly vicious towards
prisoners of war and the civilian population.
Many POW camps were set up in the region, often supervised by Hungarians. As
well as the Hungarian units, the German occupying forces were accompanied by
Italians, who equally participated in the formation of labor camps. Forced labor
was used to construct railroads to the front. Thousands of Soviet POWs and
civilians were put to work. There are graves all along the railroad. Conditions in
the camps were brutal, hundreds of prisoners were burned alive in a barn at the
Sibirsk camp, for example. Hungarian soldiers fired on those trying to escape.
When the tide of the war began to turn, and the Red Army started advancing
west, many villagers were evacuated east, to prevent them from aiding the Soviet
war effort. This deportation cost the lives of hundreds of civilians who would die
in route.
Although there is little information on the fate of the Jews in the Soviet archives,
one witness was able to describe the how 40 Jewish men were forced to work at
Semidessiatnoïe, while being humiliated by Hungarian soldiers.
The second part of the investigation was carried out in the Belgorod region. The
western part of the region was occupied from 1941, and carried on until January
1943, while the eastern part of the region was occupied from July 1941 to January
1943. Several witnesses spoke of battalions of Hungarian Jews, forced to work by
the Hungarian occupying forces. They mainly worked on the reconstruction of
roads and were brutally treated, beaten and humiliated. Several witnesses
describe how they were forced to pull carts like horses. As these Jews were kept
9

separate from the local population, there is little information on their fate.
The team was able to record some witness testimonies that describe the
executions of local Jews. Before the war, these Jews were extremely well
integrated, were not religious, had no synagogues in the small towns and were
buried in Christian cemeteries. One witness, Viktor, witnessed the execution of
around 50 people in front of his house in Novy Oskol, including 4 Jewish families
and Russian communists. A mass grave was dug by Soviet POWs and the victims,
mainly women and children, were beaten with rifle butts and buried alive. The
oldest daughter of the Aronov family was raped in her home by Germans and
policemen. The grave was covered by Soviet POWs and Viktor heard the victims'
groaning for 24 hours afterwards. Russian policemen surveilled the grave to make
sure no‐one tried to save the victims. The victims' belongings were looted by the
Germans.
Another witness, Alexandra, witnessed the shooting of 2‐3 families of local Jews
at Biryuch, as well as the hanging of local communists.
At Storojevoïe, a town not mentioned in the archives, the Germans arrived as
soon as the Soviets left as it was very close to the front. The Germans were
extremely brutal with the town's inhabitants. Anna, a rare survivor of the
massacre, described how the Germans, along with their Finnish allies, entered
houses and shot dead the inhabitants without mercy. A woman refugee from
Stalingrad, was hanged after having her abdomen mutilated along with her ears
and nose. The massacres took place all over the town, and left hundreds of
people dead. Young girls were raped at night for a week, two other refugees from
Leningrad were shot. The remaining locals were sent to labor camps at
neighboring Semidessiatnoïe. Those who were unable to walk were shot along
the way. Many others died in the camps. Those who were lucky enough to survive
and return to the village discovered that it had been burned to the ground.
The team was able to record 36 witness testimonies and localize 15 mass graves.
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Poland
Lublin Region
June 12th – June 29th
A Yahad team carried out our 21st research trip to Poland and 9th to the region of Lublin, which
was occupied from September 1939 until July 1944. The investigation and witness testimonies
highlighted key elements for understanding the genocide at a local level.
The shooting of Jews during their displacement to other ghettos or to the death camps: the
team was able to reference and document a dozen executions of Jews by Germans perpetrated
before or after the deportations from their towns and villages. For example, in Bobrowniki,
thanks to four witness interviews, every stage of the crime was documented in detail. Helena
remembers the rounding up of the Jews at the marketplace, which saw was able to see from
her school ‐ "the headmaster told us not to go outside, he was angry and worried. The Jews
were brought out of their houses, being beaten with rifle butts and batons." Marianna followed
one of the columns which was moved from the marketplace to Pulawy ‐ "On the way, those
Jews who could no longer walk or who tried to flee were shot. Some were buried alive and
bandits came and looted the corpses before they were thrown in the grave."
In Kock, Janina remembers how the Germans encircled the area around her house and shot
some the town's Jews ‐ "they separated the children, forced them to form a pile, one on top of
another, then fired into the pile. Their fathers then had to throw their bodies into a pit before
being shot themselves. Next, it was the women's turn."
The labor camps: Yahad also investigated the living and dying conditions in the work camps
where Poles, Jews and foreigners were imprisoned, notably people from Pulawy and Niedzvica
Duza. The team, thanks to the testimony of Andrzej, was able to locate the sawmill where
several hundred Jews were detained in barracks that they had built themselves ‐ "The day of
the prisoners' execution, many tried to flee in all directions. A truck followed them and a
German standing on the back opened fire on them with a machine gun. About a hundred were
killed." The burial site has no memorial.
The humiliation of victims during the executions: Stanislaw and Zdislaw witnessed similar
executions of Jews that were carried out in difference towns, the first in Wolka Okrzeja, the
second in Adamow. The two executions were carried out by a single German, Imbek, with the
help of Ukrainian SS soldiers. Stanislaw remembers how the "Jews were gathered in the town
center, forced to undress then dance. They were then shot on the spot." Their bodies were
then buried. These executions were often set up and carried out in public.
During this investigation, Yahad recorded 37 witness testimonies and documented 18 execution
sites.
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Poland
Łódź Region
July 3rd – July 20th
From July 3rd to the 20th, Yahad–In Unum conducted an investigation in the region of Lodz,
central Poland, which was densely inhabited by Jews at the outbreak of war. In Lodz alone,
there were more than 200,000 Jewish inhabitants. In the first weeks of the German
occupation of Poland, the West of the region was incorporated to the territory of the Third
Reich, while the areas located to the East of Lodz became a part of the General Government
of Poland. The team conducted interviews in villages and towns mostly in the East of the
region around Rawa Mazowiecka (more 100 victims shot), Tomaszow Mazowiecki (300
victims shot), Piotrkow Trybunalski (600 victims shot) and Radomsko (1,500 victims shot).
The investigators carried out research in Piotrkow Trybunalski, where the first Jewish ghetto
in Nazi‐occupied Europe was created in October 1939. The ghetto in Piotrków Trybunalski
was dissolved in October 1942 by SS and Ukrainian auxiliary forces, under the supervision of
SS‐Hauptsturmführer Adolf Feucht. Following the deportation to Treblinka, many Jews that
were found hiding in Piotrkow Trybunalski were shot in the Rakow forest by SS and German
gendarmes. Maskymilian, born in 1932, who lived near the Rakow forest, was a witness of
the massacre: "Over the course of several weeks, the Germans would bring groups of Jews
to the forest. There were anti‐tank ditches there, that's where they shot the victims. One
day, in the summer of 1942, I was playing on the football field. There was a meadow
nearby. Suddenly, a truck arrived and stopped on the meadow. We moved closer to see
what was happening. German gendarmes opened the truck and ordered about 30 Jews to
start running, they then started shooting them with a machine gun. It was like they were
hunting." According to Polish archives, 600 Jews were shot in Piotrkow Trybunalski during
the German occupation, mainly in the Rakow forest.
Yahad–In Unum also investigated in Radomsko. The majority of the Radomsko Jewish
community perished in Treblinka. In January 1943, during and after the last deportation,
German forces shot more than 1,500 Jews in Radomsko. Michal, born in 1929, was in
Radomsko during the massacres: "Most of the shootings were conducted at the Jewish
cemetery. But there were also shootings in the ghetto. When the Jews were brought to the
train station for deportation, many bodies of murdered Jews were removed from the
houses of the ghetto."
We were delighted to welcome Jeff Schoenfeld, President of the UJA Foundation of New
York, and Talia Levanon, Director of the Israel Trauma Coalition to Poland to join our team
for a few days during their investigation. American Friends of Yahad‐In Unum Director Bob
Aronson also joined the team during the investigation of Radomsko.
Over the course of this research trip, the team interviewed 35 witnesses and documented
15 execution sites.
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Ukraine
Regions of Ivano‐Frankivsk and Lviv
July 3rd – July 20th

Yahad‐In Unum traveled to Ukraine for its 54th research trip in the country from
July 3rd to July 20th. The investigation was carried out in the regions of Ivano‐
Frankivsk and Lviv. In the Ivano‐Frankivsk region, the main area of research was to
the south of Kolomyia up to the Romanian border. Around Kolomyia, in a radius
of around 20km, the vast majority of Jews from all the towns and villages were
arrested, rounded up and organized into a column, before being sent in the
direction of Kolomyia. This was carried out under the command of the area's
Gestapo chief and SS‐Oberstrumführer Peter Leideritz. The Jews were put in a
ghetto for days, even weeks, before being either shot in the Cheparivtsy forest or
deported to the Belzec extermination camp. The Yahad team followed the road
from Kuty to Kolomyia and was able document the fact that even on the day of
the deportations to Kolomyia, shootings were carried out in all the towns and
villages, and it was only the survivors of these shootings that made it to Kolomyia.
In Kuty, for example, a thousand Jews were killed during a shooting in the Jewish
quarter, which was then burned to the ground.
In the Lviv region, the investigation was carried out to the south and west of
Truskavets, not far from the Polish border. The witness accounts recorded by our
team confirmed the massive shootings that took place at Stary Sambir and
Drohobych, which has already been documented during previous research trips.
However, during this investigation the team was able to visit the villages from
which the Jews were brought to the two towns. There is a notable hole in the
archives regarding these villages, but witness statements show that shootings
were also carried out in these villages. For example, the team was able to
document the fate of 20 Jews from Ripiana, who were killed in Limna by the
Nazis.
During this research trip, 37 witness interviews were recorded, and 11 mass
graves were located. Only 3 had a memorial or commemorative plaque.
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Russia
Regions of Belgorod and Kursk
August 7th – August 24th
A Yahad team went to the Belgorod and Kursk regions of Russia to investigate the crimes of
the Nazis not far from the frontline.
During the first week, the team concentrated on the region of Belgorod, where a prior
investigation took place in May. The team was able to interview witnesses who were unable
to be interviewed during this previous investigation due to time constraints. Thanks to one
witness, Aleksander, the team was able to retrace the extermination of the Jews of
Belgorod: the registration, the marking with a star of David, hangings and executions.
Aleksander was a witness to the shooting of 2000 people, including 1700 Jews (mostly
refugees from Ukraine) at the Belgorod brick factory. The bodies were then burned, along
with the factory.
In Kamychevka, three villagers witnessed the massacre of 600 POWs, burned alive in a
school as the Wehrmacht retreated in the Summer of 1943.
During the second half of the research trip, the team investigated the Kursk region, and was
able to uncover several elements of the occupation and mass violence carried out by
German, Hungarian and Romanian soldiers in the region:
‐ the massacre of Jewish refugees from the beginning of the invasion, such as in Kursk,
Cheremnoye, Verkhniy Liouba and Rylsk;
‐ the fate of Hungarian Jews, forced laborers for the Hungarian army, which was allied to
the Germans. They were forced to follow the advancing soldiers and carry out hard labor
while being beaten and humiliated. They rebuilt roads, loaded trucks, dug trenches, and
carried out mine‐sweeping along the frontline. Thousands would die from fatigue or as
"cannon fodder";
‐ the massacre of Russian civilians as revenge for Soviet partisan activities, especially in the
northwest of the region near the forests of Briansk;
‐ the executions of the mentally ill, such as in Sapagovo where over 600 people were
poisoned, shot or buried alive in the Winter of 1942;
‐ fighting during the Battle of Kursk, which took the lives of tens of thousands and included
forced evacuations and massacres of the civilian population. Yahad interviewed some
former soldiers who took part in the battle who were between 15 and 21 years old at the
time.
During this research trip, Yahad interviewed 40 witnesses and located 15 killing sites.
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Poland
Lublin Region
August 13th ‐August 24th
A Yahad team traveled to Poland for the organization's 23rd research trip in the country. The
investigation took place in the Lublin region, which was occupied by the Germans from
September 1939 until July 1944.
During the first week of the investigation, the team focused its research in the western zone of
the region in order to complete research carried out during a previous trip and interview
witnesses who could not be interviewed due to time constraints. The team was able to record
witness testimonies pertaining to, notably, the shooting of Jews who were forced to work at
the Radlin manor, the liquidation of the Ossowa labor camp, Aktion Erntefest carried out by the
Waffen SS and German police battalions at Poniatowa, as well as the fate of the Jews from
Chodel, Opole Lubelskie and Puławy.
In Radlin, the team met Teresa, born in 1931. Teresa spent her childhood in the local manor,
where around 40 Jews, originally from Chodel, were forced to work in the fields during the
German occupation. In 1941‐1942, the Germans arrived in Radlin from Ratoszyn and shot the
Jews from the manor behind a barn. Thanks to Teresa's testimony, the Yahad team was able to
locate the victims' burial site, which contains men women and children. There is no memorial at
the site.
In Chodel, the team interviewed Józef, born in 1933. Józef often went to the Poniatowa camp
to give bread to the Jewish detainees. One day in autumn, he witnessed several events linked
to the extermination of the camp's Jews in the framework of Aktion Erntefest: "The Germans
played music on loud speakers, but this did not muffle out the victims' screams or the sound of
the machine guns". After the shooting, the victims' bodies were burned on specially
constructed pires. Around 14,000 Jews were shot at Poniatowa on November 4th, 1943.
In Ossowa, the team interviewed Józef, born in 1929. On July 4th, 1940, a labor camp was
created for around 400 Jewish men from Międzyrzec Podlaski right in front of his house. The
Jews in the camp were put to work draining the Białka river. In October 1943, during the
liquidation of the camp, a group of 18 Jews, exhausted from the work and unable to continue
(including some who were suffering from tyhphus), were shot and buried within the camp.
Józef was an eye‐witness to this shooting, as well as several individual shootings carried out by
camp guards and German gendarmes. The rest of the camps' Jews were taken to Międzyrzec
Podlaski. Thanks to Józef's precise testimony, the team was able to locate the burial sites of
victims from the camp.
During this research trip, the team recorded 29 witness testimonies and located 13 mass
graves, as well as numerous execution sites.
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Belarus
Regions of Brest & Grodno
September 4th – September 21st

Yahad‐In Unum's 21st field investigation in Belarus took place from September 4th
through September 21st in the Brest and Grodno regions. On the last day of the
investigation, the team was able to carry out research in the area around Minsk, where
they interviewed three witnesses to Nazi crimes at the Maly Trostenets extermination
camp and in the Blagovshina forest. Each witness described the black smoke rising from
the crematorium and open mass graves after the massacres and the stench of burning
human flesh. The witnesses were able to describe the process of murder in striking
detail. Tamara Y witnessed the shooting in the forest of Blagovshina while she was
picking mushrooms: "I saw how Jews were brought from the train to the execution site
by military trucks as well as gas vans. Bodies were directly thrown in the mass graves by
Jews themselves. There were 3 mass graves: 2 empty and one that they used. There was
a shooting. A German officer opened the back door of a military truck and ordered the
Jews inside to go out. They went in continuous flow on the edge of the pit and were
shot as they progressed by soldiers with a submachine gun."
The investigation began in David‐Gorodok, to the east of the Minsk region. The team
then tracked the railroad in the direction of Bronnaya Gora, where around 50,000 Jews
were shot in mass graves between June and September 1942. There are several
recurring themes to the Nazi genocidal mechanism. First, ghettos are created in the
majority of towns and villages. The Jews are then shot separately, on different dates:
the men first, then the women, children and the elderly. Local villages are regularly
requisitioned by force to transport the victims, their bodies, dig and fill up mass graves
or sort through the Jews' personal belongings. Huge deportations to Bronnaya Gora also
took place. Levguenii M. witnessed the deportations at Kobryn, in the Brest region: "I
lived close to the railway. One day, at 8 a.m., I heard German orders being shouted
there. I went outside and saw a train made up of 22 freight wagons. Jews from the
ghetto were being forced to go inside. I remember their screams and sobs. They were
sent to Bronnaya Gora. 15 days later, a similar train with 22 wagons came back from the
killing site. I went to have a closer look. The doors were open. I saw lot of underwear
and ripped bills on the ground."
During this investigation 39 witnesses were interviewed, and 21 mass graves located.
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Ukraine
Regions of Odessa & Kirovograd
September 4th – September 21st

Yahad‐In Unum sent a team to Ukraine for its 55th research investigation in the
country, concentrating in the regions of Odessa and Mykolaiv. The large majority
of the territory fell to Romanian occupation in 1941 and became part of the
region of Transnistria.
The team investigated the town of Odessa, which, at the outbreak of war, had
one of the largest Jewish populations of Ukraine. 120,000 Jews were shot dead in
Odessa or in Bogdanivka, the largest execution site of the Transnistria region,
were over 54,000 Jews were murdered.
The team also carried out investigations in the former Jewish colonies in the
Odessa regions, all of which had disappeared by 1946. The team carried out a
cartographical survey and was able to reconstitute the colonies, which were once
home to thriving Jewish communities.
Finally, the team investigated the fate of the Roma people who were deported to
Transnistria from Romania and Serbia.
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Lithuania
Regions of Taurage & Klajpeda
September 25th ‐ October 12th

A Yahad‐In Unum team carried out its 11th investigation in Lithuania. The Yahad
researchers concentrated on the regions of Taurage and Klajpeda, which border
the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad. The Taurage region was occupied from June
22nd, 1941 by German troops following the launch of Operation Barbarossa. The
persecution of Jews began almost immediately and intensified throughout the
first weeks of the occupation. In July and August 1941, different German units,
notably the Gestapo from Tilsit, accompanied by local auxiliaries, carried out a
series of executions across the region. In August 1941, 300 Jewish men were
executed at Skaudvile. In September 1941, Jews detained in a manor, mostly
women and children from Veiverzenai, were shot in a forest in the village of
Trepkalnis. That same month, the Gestapo from Lauksargiai along with Lithuanian
auxiliaries shot 130 Jewish women and children from Taurage in a forest near the
village of Antšunija.
During this investigation, the team carried out research on:
‐ The forced labor of Jewish men;
‐ The hasty shootings of Jewish men and communists in June‐July 1941;
‐ The ghettos;
‐ The massacres perpetrated in September 1941, mainly carried out against
Jewish women and children.
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Latvia Region
October 14th – October 19th
Yahad ‐ In Unum's First Mission to Latvia

In October 2018, Yahad‐In Unum conducted its first research mission to Latvia to
interview witnesses of the Holocaust in the country. About 93,000 Jews lived in
Latvia just before the outbreak of World War II. Latvia was the territory of
operation of Einsatzgruppe A, which oversaw many shootings across the Latvian
territory, with the assistance of Latvian units. Massacres were perpetrated in
large cities, such as in the outskirts of Liepaja or Riga, where thousands Jewish
men, women and children were shot, especially at the end of 1941. Jews were
also murdered in small towns including small towns, inhabited only by few Jewish
families. During the investigation, the team conducted research around Limbazi,
Jaunjelgava (500 victims) and Koknese (5 Jewish families). Yahad plans two new
research trips in Latvia in 2019.
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Romania
Region of Transylvania
October 15th – October 27th

Yahad‐In Unum's 10th investigation in Romania took place in the northwest of the
Transylvania region, around the town of Bistrita‐Nasaud. In 1944, several
thousand Jews were interned in the Bistrita‐Nasaud ghetto. According to the
archives, over 300 Jews were killed and buried in a mass grave at the site. Our
team was able to interview a witness who was 14 years old in 1944, and who was
requisitioned, along with his cart, to transport the gendarmes who were guarding
the Jewish column on its way to the ghetto. Along the road, the witness
remembers seeing a Jewish man almost being killed because he wanted to drink
some water. The witness entered the ghetto to drop off the gendarmes at their
office. He saw the Jews in the ghetto, they had been beaten and left without food
or water.
Our team was able to trace the path of the deportation thanks to the testimonies
of requisitioned Romanians. According to the majority of witnesses, the Jews'
belongings were taken by the Hungarian administration, or looted by the
Romanians and Gypsies as soon as the Jews left. Very few Jews came back after
the end of the war.
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Ukraine
Region of Chernivsti
October 16th ‐ November 2nd

A Yahad research team carried out YIU's 56th field investigation in Ukraine. In
1930, 103,000 Jews lived on the territory of the current region of Chernivtsi. Few
of them were able to evacuate before the German‐Romanian occupation from
July 2nd through 7th, 1941. During World War II, the territory was controlled by
the Romanians.
The Holocaust in the Chernivsti region


In July 1941 ‐ at least 7000 Jews were executed by German‐Romanian
invaders.



From July‐September 1941 ‐ mass executions with the participation of local
people (pogroms) followed by the creation of transit camps and
deportation.



First wave of deportation: July ‐ August 1941. Ghettos and small camps
were created and shootings and deportations began at this time. Jews from
different districts were taken to Dniester. But by the end of August 1941,
most of them found themselves concentrated in the transit camps of
Sokyriany (today's Chernivtsi region) because of the impossibility of
crossing the Dniester via Mogilev‐Podolski or Yampil. This impossibility was
caused by the refusal of the Germans to welcome all these Jews into their
territory. As the Sokyriany camp was not sufficient, the Romanian
authorities set up an additional transit camp at Edinet (present‐day
Moldova), in which half of the Jews are transferred to the Sokyriany camp.
About 12,000 Jews are found in each of these two camps.



Second wave of deportation: mid‐September ‐ beginning of November
1941. At the end of August 1941, Transnistria was created between the
Dniester and the southern Bug (current regions of Odessa, Vinnytsia, and
Mykolaiv). This territory was controlled by the Romanians between the
Dniester and the Southern Bug (current regions of Odessa, Vinnytsia,
Mykolaiv). There was a deportation of Jews concentrated in Sokyriany
and Edineț camps to the Dniester, then to Transnistria where most of them
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would die. At least 22,000 Jews were deported from the present Chernivtsi
region to Transnistria in October‐November 1941.


Third and last wave of deportation: 1942. Between 4,000 and 5,000 Jews,
mainly from the Chernivtsi ghetto, were deported to Transnistria.

Our team investigated several different themes including: the fate of the Jews
from Chernivtsi city, the fate of the mischlinge and converted Jews and anti‐
Jewish propaganda followed by pogroms committed by the local population.


First shootings committed by the vanguard of the Wehrmacht and the
Romanian army before the establishment of Romanian rule



Mass shootings. Chudei camp case



Deportation to Transnistria. Transit camps. Storozhynets case



Shootings in other regions

During this research trip, we interviewed 36 witnesses and located 9 mass graves,
8 of which have no memorials.
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Russia
Regions of Krasnodar and Rostov
November 6th – November 23rd

In November, a Yahad research team led by Research Director Patrice Bensimon
traveled to the Rostov and Krasnodar regions of Russia to investigate the crimes
of the Nazis. These zones were occupied by the Germans from the summer of
1942 to January 1943 and were caught between the battles of Rostov and
Stalingrad. A short‐lived military administration was set up and was extremely
violent, with the executions of many different groups being carried out extremely
quickly.
The investigation focused notably on:
‐ the fate of the thousands of Ukrainian and Moldovan Jews who were unable to
flee from the Cossack villages where they had found refuge in the summer of
1941 and where they were therefore murdered by the Nazis and their
collaborators.
‐ the numerous POW camps for Soviet soldiers where tens of thousands of POWs
died from hunger, disease and cold conditions.
‐ the persecution and execution of communist families.
‐ the shooting of patients from psychiatric hospitals.
During this investigation, 37 witnesses were interviewed, and 17 mass graves
identified.
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In the village of Salski Kagalnik, the team documented a very touching story told by
sisters Maria and Nadia. Twenty‐two Jewish refugees were murdered there. In
archives of the Soviet Extraordinary Commission, there is just a single line saying
that twelve Jewish refugees were killed in Salski Kagalnik. Maria worked in the
kolkhoze office before the occupation. She registered the evacuees. Sixty Jews
were given refuge in the village by the local Soviet authorities. Thirty‐eight
succeeded in evacuating before the arrival of the German army. Twenty‐two were
shot as soon as the Germans arrived. Nadia, Maria's younger sister, remembers
Roza, Gleib and Vladimir who worked with her in the kolkhoze. They were arrested,
taken to the kolkhoze office where all the Jewish refugees had been gathered.
"They took them to the cliff on the riverbank. They shot the children first. Then the
mothers. Some were only wounded and moaned for three days. Every day we went
to the cliff edge. The fact that I witnessed this execution is the most painful thing of
my life. I feel cursed." The ravine is where the twenty‐two Jewish evacuees were
killed by two Germans and a policeman. Before the execution, the Germans
brought food and ordered dinner. After the shooting, they ate, drank, sang and
laughed. Maria and Nadia's cousin was forced to serve them.
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Ukraine
Region of Ternopil
November 27th ‐ December 7th
A Yahad research team led by Olga Kulbachna carried out its final investigation of 2018
in Ukraine in the Ternopil region, including certain areas where investigations were
already carried out from 2005‐2007. New archival information allowed our team to
delve deeper into the events of the Nazi occupation and gain a clearer picture of what
happened to the regions Jews.
The team documented the following particularities of the region:
 Large ghettos were set up in the districts capitals and filled with thousands of
Jews from the surrounding villages and were often guarded by the Jewish police
and run by the Judenrat. Such was the case at Berejany (16,000 victims),
Terebovlia (3000 victims) and Kopychyntsi (12,000 victims).
 Most of the shootings took place over the period of 3 years from 1941‐1943, and
some were even carried out in 1944 such as in Berejany. Our witnesses there saw
the Jews being rounded up and gathered in the center before being taken to the
Jewish cemetery and shot. The largest round‐up involved over 1000 victims, with
local firemen using water to flush out Jews hiding in basements.
 Planks were used systematically during executions; they were placed across the
pit, sometimes several planks at a time. The use of planks during executions is
particular to western Ukraine.
 Volksdeutsche (ethnic Germans) were often present, guarding the ghetto, the
column or sorting through the Jewish victims' clothes. They would then sell the
Jews belongings to locals.
 Our team also documented a 'chronometered' execution, where the Germans
declared that an Aktion must take place during a fixed timescale.
 Almost all the witnesses described the mass shootings of Ukrainian nationalists
by the NKVD just before the retreat of the Red Army in the summer of 1941. The
Germans organized the discovery of the nationalist’s bodies, hoping, as was the
case in Lviv and Dobormyl, that pogroms against the Jews would follow.
However, this did not happen in the Ternopil region.
The team interviewed 18 witnesses and located 9 mass graves, including 6 without
memorial.
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Markian was born in 1930 in Pidhaitsi. (Middle left) Markian described pre-war Jewish
life in the town. They were traders, artisans and specitalists (doctors, professors etc) and
often religious. There were several synagogues in the town. (Middle right) Markian
witnessed a cart carrying at least 20 bodies of Jewish victims being dumped in the
Jewish cemetery. The cart made several trips. The bodies stayed in the cemetery for 2-3
days, before the Judenrat sent some people to bury them. Two pits were dug to bury the
bodies, which were still clothed. (Bottom left) Aerial image of the ghetto area. The ghetto
was liquidated in 1943. A column of Jews from the ghetto numbering around 2000 was
taken to be shot.
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Slovakia
Region of Silesia
December 5th – December 13th
Yahad ‐ In Unum's First Mission to Slovakia

From December 5th through December 13th, a Yahad‐In Unum team led by
Deputy Research Director Michał Chojak, traveled to Slovakia to research the
Holocaust by bullets. 57,000 Slovakian Jews were deported to occupied Poland
and to Auschwitz in 1942, under the fascist regime of President Tiso. Following
the national Slovak uprising in August 1944, members of Einsatzgruppe H, with
the aid of units from the Hlinka guard, shot dead several thousand victims,
including many Jews who were hiding in the Carpathian Mountains, or fighting
alongside partisans. The Yahad team investigated the regions of Banska Bystrica
and Nitra. The recorded witness testimonies helped us document the massacres
at Kremnicka (747 victims), Nemecka (900 victims), Zvolen (127 victims), Kovacova
(105 victims) and Nemcice (53 victims).
During this investigation 16 witnesses were interviewed, and 4 execution sites
located.
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(Top) Jan B. was born in 1934 in Kremnicka. He used to live close to one of the
execution sites: "The victims, men, women and children, were escorted from the trucks
to the anti-tank ditch by German soldiers. We could see the shooting from the window of
my house. After the shooting, the bodies were only covered with snow." (Middle
left) The house where Jan was living was located 400 meters of the killing site. He
watched the killing from the upper window. (Middle right) Anna V. (born in 1931) used to
live near the other shooting site: "The shootings were conducted regularly over the
period of several weeks. During the shootings, the Germans came to our house to ask
for food and alcohol". Anna is seen here standing on the edge of the mass grave.
(Bottom left) Juraj (born in 1938) is a Jewish survivor. He was born in Martin. "6
members of my family were shot during the Kremnicka massacre." (Bottom right) One of
the two shooting sites in Kremnicka. The bodies of the victims were exhumed and
buried near the main memorial after the war.
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