Poland 20 – Lesser Poland & Silesia regions – 3-30
March

A Yahad - In Unum field research team, led by Yahad Deputy Research Director
Michal Chojak, investigated the voivodeships of Lesser Poland and Silesia from
the March 13th-30th. This was Yahad's 20th research trip to Poland. The team
began by interviewing witnesses to shootings at three major shooting sites in the
south of the Lesser Poland region: Nowy Targ (1,500 Jewish victims), Rabka (500
victims) and Mszana Dolna (881 victims). At Mszana Dolna, the team interviewed
four witnesses who were able to describe the precise chronology of the massacre
of the Jews. The day before the shooting, at around 3pm, around thirty young Poles
from Rabka and surrounding villages were requisitioned by the local
administration, under German control, to dig two large pits in the field next to the
manor. They finished digging at around 5am as the Jews were being rounded up.
By 6am, on the 19th August 1942, the Jews were gathered at the marketplace. The
first shots were heard around 9am. The victims - men, women and children - were
forced to walk out onto a plank placed over the pit, before being shot by men from
a special commando, under the supervision of Heinrich Hamann, Gestapo chief of
Nowy Sacz. By 1pm, the shooting was finished. The executioners celebrated the
shooting in a restaurant at Mszana Dolna until late into the night.
During the second part of the field trip, the Yahad team moved on to Silesia. This
was the first time Yahad has carried out field research in the region, which had
been annexed by the Third Reich in September 1939. At the beginning of the war,
many Jews tried to flee to more eastern Polish territories. Many, however, tried to
return home a few days later. In Slawkow, for example, almost 30 Jews were shot
by Wehrmacht soldiers while trying to cross a damaged bridge in order to get back
to Bedzin or Sosnowiec. 80 Jews were massacred in the quarry near the village of
Koziol. The witnesses interviewed at Slawkow helped us document these crimes
and
to
locate
the
precise
locations
of
the
killing
sites.
During this field investigation, the team interviewed 36 witnesses and located 19
mass graves.

Ukraine 52 – Ternopil region – 3-30 mars

From March 13th-30th, a Yahad team led by Yahad Research Director Patrice
Bensimon investigated the Holocaust by Bullets in the southern zone of the
Ternopil region in Ukraine. This part of western Ukraine was under the
administration of Hans Frank's General Government from 1941 to 1944.
The team investigated labor camps for Jewish prisoners. The large majority of
Jewish prisoners in the region were systematically put into filvaroks, properties
formerly belonging to the Polish nobility. The Jews worked either in fields or on
the construction of railways. There was little surveillance of the prisoners.
Each filvarok was run by a German, from the military or civil administration,
sometimes accompanied by his family. Prisoners were forced to work separately
or in groups. The YIU team investigated labor camps in the villages
of Oulachkyvtsi,
Rojanivka,
Rossokhach,
Ozeriany,
and
Mylivtsi.
As is so often the case, shootings were carried out over a large pit, with a plank of
wood balanced over the top. According to witnesses at Tovtse, sometimes several
planks were placed across the pit. In one case, Jewish policemen were forced to
tidy the victims' bodies. One witness described how Ukrainian children played on
the plank over the pit after a shooting; the pit had not yet been filled in.
Another theme that the Yahad team encountered yet again was the undressing of
victims' bodies by locals. One witness, Iaroslav, described how he and other
children went to see the shooting, hoping that they would get the chance to steal
victims' belongings. However, "unfortunately, the shooting site was surrounded
with barbed wire", so the children were unable to take the clothes. Instead, they
had to go down into the pit to undress the bodies that were still clothed. In other
cases, requisitioned locals were able to steal victims' clothes for themselves. In
Ozeriany, it was the undertaker who was given the task of filling in the grave who
undressed the victims and sold the clothes to the poorest villagers.
During this field investigation, the Yahad team interviewed 44 witnesses and
located 14 mass grave sites.

Romania 9 – 20 March-5 April – Crisana region

A Yahad research team led by Father Patrick Desbois and Roma Project Manager
Costel Nastasie carried out a field investigation in the northwest zone of the region
of Transylvania, near the borders with Ukraine and Hungary.
The team investigated several themes, including:
- Pre-war Jewish life:
The region's Jews were known to be skilled-workers in several different trades
(shoemakers, tailors, doctors, lawyers), however many were known to work in the
logging industry. During the first years of the war, in the towns, the Jews were
victims of a series of anti-Jewish laws. However, this was not the case in the
villages, until they were forced to wear a yellow star in 1944. This was decreed by
the town hall, each Jewish family received a letter informing them of their
obligation to wear a yellow star.
- How were the Jews deported?
The Jews were arrested by Hungarian soldiers, accompanied by the mayor and
other civil servants. The villagers were requisitioned with their carts to take the
Jews first to the ghetto, to camps, to synagogues or even to local schools (just so
there was time to round up all the Jews), before being loaded into cattle wagons.
The team was also able to interview several people with information on the Dej
ghetto, where 7800 Jews were imprisoned. They were forced to live in horrific
conditions, many perished in the ghetto, but the majority were deported to
Auschwitz to be exterminated.

During the field investigation the Yahad team interviewed 42 witnesses, located
one mass grave and several locations of interest, such as ghettos, camps,
synagogues and local schools.

Ukraine 53 – Transcarpathia – 11-28 April

From 11 to 28 April a Yahad - In Unum field research team carried out Yahad's
53rd field investigation in Ukraine. The investigation was carried out in the
regions of Transcarpathia and Lviv in western Ukraine. The primary topic of
research during the first half of the investigation was the mass deportation of Jews
to Auschwitz starting in April 1944. For the most part, the same pattern appeared:
the Jews were able to continue living as they has before the war until April 1944,
then, those who resided in small villages were taken to transit camps in larger
towns by villagers who had been requisitioned by the Hungarian occupiers. Next,
they were sent to ghettos set up in large towns such as Berehove, Khust,
Mukachevo or Uzhhorod. This all lasted around one month. Once all the Jews had
been interned, deportations to Auschwitz began. As soon as the Jews were gone,
widespread looting took place across the region. However, almost no shootings
were carried out during the occupation or the deportations.
The second part of the investigation concentrated on the small town of Dobromil
and the surrounding area. This is where Einsatzkommando 6 of Einsatzgruppe C
carried out its very first shooting. In several villages, pogroms where carried out
against the Jews during the absence of occupying forces, during the period
between the departure of the Soviets and the arrival of the Germans. Unlike the
previous region, the region of Lviv fell rapidly under German occupation and the
Jews freedoms were immediately restricted. They were rounded up and put into
ghettos in larger towns for several months, or even years, and forced to work
before being executed. In several different places, witnesses spoke of Operation
1005, the operation carried out by the Germans to hide their crimes once they
were in retreat. They opened up mass graves and burned the corpses so that the
allied forces would not discover what they had done.

During this research trip, 36 witnesses were interviewed and 5 mass graves were
located, including 3 without memorial.

Russia 21 – Voronezh region – 24 April – 11 May

From April 24th to May 11th, a Yahad team carried out its 21st research trip to
Russia, concentrating its investigations first in the region of Voronej, then the
region of Belgorod.
The occupation of the region was relatively short, lasting from July 1942 to
January 1943, and was concentrated to the west of the region, along the Don river.
The occupying forces in the region were particularly vicious towards prisoners of
war and the the civilian population.
Many POW camps were set up in the region, often supervised by Hungarians. As
well as the Hungarian units, the German occupying forces were accompanied by
Italians, who equally participated in the formation of labor camps. Forced labor
was used to construct railroads to the front. Thousands of Soviet POWs and
civilians were put to work. There are graves all along the railroad. Conditions in
the camps were brutal, hundreds of prisoners were burned alive in a barn at the
Sibirsk camp, for example. Hungarian soldiers fired on those trying to escape.
When the tide of the war began to turn and the Red Army started advancing west,
many villagers were evacuated east, to prevent them aiding the Soviet war effort.
This deportation cost the lives of hundreds of civilians who would die en route.
Although there is little information on the fate of the Jews in the Soviet archives,
one witness was able to describe the how 40 Jewish men were forced to work at
Semidessiatnoïe, hile being humiliated by Hungarian soldiers.

The second part of the investigation was carried out in the Belgorod region. The
western part of the region was occupied from 1941, and carried on until January
1943, while the eastern part of the region was occupied from July 1941 to January
1943. Several witnesses spoke of battalions of Hungarian Jews, forced to work by
the Hungarian occupying forces. They mainly worked on the reconstruction of
roads and were brutally treated, beaten and humiliated. Several witness describe
how they were forced to pull carts like horses. As these Jews were kept separate
from the local population, there is little information on their fate.
The team was able to record some witness testimonies that describe the
executions of local Jews. Before the war, these Jews were extremely well
integrated, were not religious, had no synagogues in the small towns and were
buried in christian cemeteries. One witness, Viktor, witnessed the execution of
around 50 people in front of his house in Novy Oskol, including 4 Jewish families
and Russian commmunistes. A mass grave was dug by Soviet POWs and the
victims, mainly women and children, were beaten with rifle butts and buried alive.
The oldest daughter of the Aronov family was raped in her home by Germans and
policemen. The grave was covered by Soviet POWs and Viktor heard the victims'
groaning for 24 hours afterwards. Russian policemen surveilled the grave to make

sure no-one tried to save the victims. The victims' belongings were looted by the
Germans.
Another witness, Alexandra, witnessed the shooting of 2-3 families of local Jews
at Biryuch, as well as the hanging of local communists.
At Storojevoïe, at town not mentioned in the archives, the Germans arrived as soon
as the Soviets left as it was very close to the front. The Germans were extremely
brutal with the town's inhabitants. Anna, a rare survivor of the massacre,
described how the Germans, along with their Finnish allies, enter houses and shot
dead the inhabitants without mercy. A woman, refugee from Stalingrad, was
hanged after having her abdomen mutilated along with her ears and nose. The
massacres took place all over the town, and left hundreds of people dead. Young
girls were raped at night for a week, 2 other refugees from Leningrad were shot.
The remaining locals were sent to labor camps at neighboring Semidessiatnoïe.
Those who were unable to walk were shot along the way. Many others died in the
camps. Those who were lucky enough to survive and return to the village
discovered
that
it
had
been
burned
to
the
ground.

The team was able to record 36 witness testimonies and localize 15 mass graves.

Poland 21 – Lublin region – 12-29 June

A Yahad team carried out our 21st research trip to Poland and 9th to the region of
Lublin, which was occupied from September 1939 until July 1944. The
investigation and witness testimonies highlighted key elements for understanding
the genocide at a local level:
The shooting of Jews during their displacement to other ghettos or to the death
camps: the team was able to reference and document a dozen executions of Jews
by Germans perpetrated before or after the deportations from their towns and
villages. For example, in Bobrowniki, thanks to four witness interviews, every
stage of the crime was documented in detail. Helena remembers the rounding up
of the Jews at the marketplace, which saw was able to see from her school - "the
headmaster told us not to go outside, he was angry and worried. The Jews were
brought out of their houses, being beaten with rifle butts and batons." Marianna
followed one of the columns which was moved from the marketplace to Pulawy "On the way, those Jews who could no longer walk or who tried to flee were
shot. Some were buried alive and bandits came and looted the corpses before they
were thrown in the grave.”
In Kock, Janina remembers how the Germans encircled the area around her house
and shot some the town's Jews - "they separated the children, forced them to form
a pile, one on top of another, then fired into the pile. Their fathers then had to
throw their bodies into a pit before being shot themselves. Next, it was the
women's turn.”
The labor camps: Yahad also investigated the living and dying conditions in the
work camps where Poles, Jews and foreigners were imprisoned, notably people
from Pulawy and Niedzvica Duza. The team, thanks to the testimony of Andrzej,
was to locate the sawmill where several hundred Jews were detained in barracks
that they had built themselves - "The day of the prisoners' execution, many tried
to flee in all directions. A truck followed them and a German standing on the back
opened fire on them with a machine gun. About a hundred were killed." The burial
site has no memorial.
The humiliation of victims during the executions: Stanislaw and Zdislaw
witnessed similar executions of Jews that were carried out in difference towns, the
first in Wolka Okrzeja, the second in Adamow. The two executions were carried
out by a single German, Imbek, with the help of Ukrainian SS soldiers. Stanislaw
remembers how the "Jews were gathered in the town center, forced to undress
then dance. They were then shot on the spot." Their bodies were then buried.
These executions were often set up and carried out in public.
During this investigation, Yahad recorded 37 witness testimonies and
documented 18 execution sites.

Ukraine 54 – Ivano-Frankivsk/Lviv regions – 3-20 July

Yahad - In Unum travelled to Ukraine for its 54th research trip in the country from
the 3rd to the 20th July. The investigation was carried out in the regions of Lviv
and Ivano-Frankivsk.
In the Ivano-Frankivsk region, the main area of research was to the south of
Kolomyia up to the Romanian border. Around Kolomyia, in a radius of around
20km, the vast majority of Jews from all the towns and villages were arrested,
rounded up and organized into a column, before being sent in the direction of
Kolomyia. This was carried out under the command of the area's Gestapo chief and
SS-Oberstrumführer Peter Leideritz. The Jews were put in a ghetto for a number
of days, even weeks, before being either shot in the Cheparivtsy forest or deported
to the Belzec extermination camp. The Yahad team followed the road from Kuty to
Kolomyia and was able document the fact that even some on the day of the
deportations to Kolomyia, shootings were carried out in all the towns and villages,
and it was only the survivors of these shootings that made it to Kolomyia. In Kuty,
for example, a thousand Jews were killed during a shooting in the Jewish quarter,
which was then burned to the ground.
In the Lviv region, the investigation was carried out to the south and west of
Truskavets, not far from the Polish border. The witness accounts recorded by our
team confirmed the massive shootings that took place at Stary Sambir and
Drohobych, which has already been documented during previous research trips.
However, during this investigation the team was able to visit the villages from
which the Jews were brought to the two towns. There is a notable hole in the
archives regarding these villages, but witness statements show that shootings
were also carried out in these villages. For example, the team was able to
document the fate of 20 Jews from Ripiana, who were killed in Limna by the Nazis.
During this research trip, 37 witness interviews were recorded and 11 mass grave
were located. Only 3 had a memorial or commemorative plaque.

Poland 22 – Lodz region – 3-20 July

From the 3rd to the 20th of July, Yahad – In Unum conducted an investigation in
the region of Lodz, central Poland, which was densely inhabited by Jews at the
outbreak of war. In Lodz alone, there were more than 200,000 Jewish inhabitants.
In the first weeks of the German occupation of Poland, the West of the region was
incorporated to the territory of the Third Reich, while the areas located to the East
of Lodz became a part of the General Government of Poland. The team conducted
interviews in villages and towns mostly in the East of the region around Rawa
Mazowiecka (more 100 victims shot), Tomaszow Mazowiecki (300 victims),
Piotrkow Trybunalski (600 victims) and Radomsko (1,500 victims).
The investigators carried out research in Piotrkow Trybunalski, where the first
Jewish ghetto in Nazi-occupied Europe was created in October 1939. The ghetto
in Piotrków Trybunalski was dissolved in October 1942 by SS and Ukrainian
auxiliary forces, under the supervision of SS-Hauptsturmführer Adolf Feucht.
Following the deportation to Treblinka, many Jews that were found hiding in
Piotrkow Trybunalski were shot in the Rakow forest by SS and German
gendarmes. Maskymilian, born in 1932, who lived near the Rakow forest, was a
witness of the massacre: "Over the course of several weeks, the Germans would
bring groups of Jews to the forest. There were anti-tank ditches there, that's where
they shot the victims. One day, in the summer of 1942, I was playing on the football
field. There was a meadow nearby. Suddenly, a truck arrived and stopped on the
meadow. We moved closer to see what was happening. German gendarmes
opened the truck and ordered about 30 Jews to start running, they then started
shooting them with a machine gun. It was like they were hunting." According to
Polish archives, 600 Jews were shot in Piotrkow Trybunalski during the German
occupation, mainly in the Rakow forest.

Yahad – In Unum also investigated in Radomsko. The majority of the Radomsko
Jewish community perished in Treblinka. In January 1943, during and after the
last deportation, German forces shot more than 1,500 Jews in Radomsko. Michal,
born in 1929, was in Radomsko during the massacres: "Most of the shootings were
conducted at the Jewish cemetery. But there were also shootings in the ghetto.
When the Jews were brought to the train station for deportation, many bodies of
murdered Jews were removed from the houses of the ghetto.”
We were delighted to welcome Jeff Schoenfeld, President of the UJA Foundation of
New York, and Talia Levanon, Director of the Israel Trauma Coalition to Poland to
join our team for a few days during their investigation. American Friends of Yahad
- In Unum Director Bob Aronson also took the time to join the team during the
investigation of Radomsko.
Over the course of this research trip, the team interviewed 35 witnesses and
documented 15 execution sites.

